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SUBJECT: SCHEEL INTERVIEW ON "NEUTRALIZATION" AND US-EUROPEAN 
RELATIONS 

SUMMARY. DURING AUGUST 28 INTERVIEW WITH NEUE RHEIN ZEITUNG, 
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FOREIGN MINISTER SCHEEL WAS QUERIED ON ALLEGATIONS OF FRG DRIFT 
TOWARDS NEUTRALIZATION AND ON PROSPECTS FOR US-EUROPEAN RELATIONS. 
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HIS REPLIES FOLLOW. END SUMMARY. 

1. NEUTRALIZATION. QUOTE: EVERYONE WHO LIVES IN THIS COUNTRY 
WITH HIS EYES OPEN MUST REGARD SUCH A REPROACH AS ABSURD. THERE 
IS IN THE FRG NO RESPONSIBLE POLITICIAN - EITHER IN THE GOVERN- 
MENT OR OPPOSITION - WHO FAILS TO SEE A CLOSE CONNECTION BETWEEN 
OUR EAST EUROPEAN AND WESTERN POLICY. WE HAVE ALWAYS MADE IT CLEAR 
THAT THE DETENTE POLICY WITH THE EAST CAN ONLY BE POSSIBLE ON THE 
BASIS OF A FIRM ALLIANCE POLICY WITH THE WEST. WE HAVE STRENG- 
THENED NATO THROUGH OUR OWN CONTRIBUTIONS; WE HAVE STRENGTHENED 
WEST EUROPEAN INTEGRATION; WE HAVE REACHED AN ACCELERATION OF 
INTEGRATION IN WESTERN EUROPE AND FINALLY ALSO THE ENLARGEMENT OF 
THE COMMUNITY. MANY FORGET THESE THINGS. ONLY AFTER THESE FIRM 
BASES IN THE WEST EXISTED, WERE WE ABLE TO ADDRESS EASTERN EUROPE. 
AND I GO STILL FURTHER - OUR WESTERN ALLIANCE WAS NOT ONLY NOT 

AN OBSTACLE FOR OUR DETENTE POLICY; ON THE CONTRARY, NATO IS THE 
CARRIER OF OUR DETENTE POLICY. NATO NOW HAS THE ASK TO GUARANTEE 
MILITARY SECURITY AND ALSO HAS UNDERTAKEN A POLITICALLY ACTIVE 
ROLE. END QUOTE. 

2. US-EUROPEAN RELATIONS. ASKED ABOUT PROSPECTS FOR PRESIDENT 
NIXON'S PLANNED VISIT THIS AUTUMN TO WESTERN EUROPE, SCHEEL SAID: 

QTE: I CAN ONLY HOPE VERY STRONGLY THAT PRESIDENT NIXON WILL COME 
IN ORDER TO DEMONSTRATE THAT, ALREADY, EUROPE IS TO BE A PARTI 
CULARLY IMPORTANT PARTNER IN THE NEXT DECADE FOR THE USA. BUT 
THERE IS SOMETHING FURTHER. THERE IS THE STRONG NEED FOR A ... 
CONSTRUCTIVE DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE USA AND EUROPE WHICH SHOULD 
EXTEND TO ALL AREAS WHICH ARE IN THE COMMON INTEREST. WE HAVE 
FOR A LONG TIME WISHED AND REQUESTED THIS DIALOGUE AND THE US 
HAS RESPONDED. NOW THEY WAIT FOR AN ANSWER FROM US. PART OF THIS 
ANSWER MUST STILL BE FOUND .... (HOPEFULLY) AT THE SEPTEMBER 
FOREIGN MINISTERS MEETING IN COPENHAGEN. I CANNOT DENY THAT THE 
ATLANTIC DIALOGUE ALSO HAS DIFFICULTIES... THERE ARE CERTAIN SEC- 
TORS IN WHICH THERE STILL IS NOT AN ACTUAL EUROPE. WE MUST SEE HOW 
THE DIALOGUE WITH A GROUP OF COUNTRIES IS TO BE CONDUCTED... WE 
WILL FIND TECHNICAL POSSIBILITIES. THE WHOLE SITUATION IS COMPLI- 
CATED BUT NOT UNSOL V ABLE. END QUOTE. 
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